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Media Release

Synthes agrees to acquire N Spine to enter the dynamic
stabilization market for the lumbar spine

Solothurn/Switzerland, November 13, 2007

Synthes today announced that it has agreed to acquire N Spine, a privately held company
based in San Diego, CA (USA). N Spine designs, develops and markets devices to treat
lumbar spinal disorders using posterior dynamic stabilization.

Among N Spine's product portfolio is a 6.0 mm diameter dynamic stabilization rod. Its
revolutionary design allows minimal access technigues and helps to avoid interference with
the facet joints. Additionally, it enables close placement of pedicle screws, which is important
when used to treat the L5-S1 spinal segment or lumbar disorders in smaller patients.

An important benefit of the acquisition is the strategic fit of the companies’ products.
N Spine’s 6.0 mm diameter rods are compatible with Synthes’ Pangea and Click’X pedicle
screws; systems which are distributed globally. The combined product is easy to use,
surgeon friendly and enhances the range of choices available to surgeons and their patients.
N Spine recently received FDA 510(k) clearance to use one of their rod designs with
Synthes’ Pangea and Click’X pedicle screws in lumbar fusion applications.

N Spine’s products have been in clinical use in the US and Europe for approximately one
year.

The acquisition price includes a US$ 30 million payment at closing, payments of up to
US$ 45 million based upon the achievement of certain milestones and additional earn-out
payments based on product sales.

"The acquisition of N Spine gives Synthes the opportunity to provide surgeons access to this
innovative technology and deliver benefits to patients around the world", says Synthes'
President and CEO Michel Orsinger. "It will strengthen our position in the treatment of spinal
disorders, expand our core pedicle screw business and add a platform for further product
development in this field".

Synthes will begin a controlled rollout of N Spine products upon closing, using its highly
trained and educated direct sales force.

Sean Na, President and CEO of N Spine states: “With their global direct sales force and
commitment to patient care and surgeon training, Synthes is the ideal company to realize the
potential of our innovative technology."

N Spine's organization and staff will remain in San Diego and will continue to contribute to
Synthes’ portfolio as an important development center for innovative spinal solutions.
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Synthes: A leading medical device company

Synthes is a leading global medical device company. We develop, produce and market
instruments, implants and biomaterials for the surgical fixation, correction and regeneration of
the human skeleton and its soft tissues.

N Spine
N Spine, Inc. is a privately held San Diego spine company that designs and develops devices
for dynamic stabilization and motion preservation of the lumbar spine.

For further information please contact

Gilgian Eisner, Investor Relations, Synthes, Inc.
Phone +41 32 720 4745, Fax +41 32 720 4811, e-mail ir.info@synthes.com

http://www.synthes.com/

Restrictions subject to US-Securities Law

SYNTHES MANAGEMENT BELIEVES CERTAIN STATEMENTS IN THIS PRESS RELEASE MAY CONSTITUTE
“FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS"* WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE PRIVATE SECURITIES LITIGATION
REFORM ACT OF 1995. THESE STATEMENTS INCLUDE BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO THOSE WITH
RESPECT TO THE POTENTIAL FOR SYNTHES TO OFFER NEW PRODUCTS AND MARKET EXISTING
ONES, AS WELL AS THE EXPECTED SALES AND SALES GROWTH OF SYNTHES. THESE STATEMENTS
ARE MADE ON THE BASIS OF MANAGEMENT'S VIEWS AND ASSUMPTIONS REGARDING FUTURE
EVENTS AND BUSINESS PERFORMANCE AS OF THE TIME THE STATEMENTS ARE MADE. ACTUAL
RESULTS MAY DIFFER MATERIALLY FROM THOSE EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED. SUCH DIFFERENCES MAY
RESULT FROM THE ABILITY OF SYNTHES TO SUCCESSFULLY DEVELOP AND INTRODUCE NEW
PRODUCTS AND SERVICES AND MARKET EXISTING PRODUCTS AND SERVICES IN A COMPETITIVE
MARKETPLACE AND CHANGES IN THE ECONOMIC CONDITIONS THAT MAY AFFECT THE
PERFORMANCE OF THE OPERATIONS OF SYNTHES. IN ADDITION, CHANGES IN COMPETITIVE
CONDITIONS AND REGULATORY DEVELOPMENTS MAY AFFECT FUTURE BUSINESS PERFORMANCE,
AND CHANGING MARKET CONDITIONS MAY AFFECT THE VALUATION OF SYNTHES SECURITIES.

IN ADDITION, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT PAST FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL PERFORMANCE OF THE
COMPANY IS NOT NECESSARILY INDICATIVE OF FUTURE FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL
PERFORMANCE. SYNTHES UNDERTAKES NO OBLIGATION TO UPDATE ANY FORWARD-LOOKING
STATEMENTS, WHETHER AS A RESULT OF NEW INFORMATION, FUTURE EVENTS OR OTHERWISE.

THE SECURITIES OF SYNTHES, INC. HAVE BEEN OFFERED AND SOLD OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES
AND HAVE NOT BEEN AND WILL NOT BE REGISTERED UNDER THE U.S. SECURITIES ACT OF 1933, AS
AMENDED (“THE SECURITIES ACT”). SUCH SECURITIES MAY NOT BE OFFERED, SOLD OR
TRANSFERRED IN THE UNITED STATES OR TO U.S. PERSONS (AS DEFINED IN REGULATION S OF THE
SECURITIES ACT), EXCEPT PURSUANT TO A REGISTRATION STATEMENT FILED UNDER THE
SECURITIES ACT OR UNDER AN APPLICABLE EXEMPTION UNDER THE SECURITIES ACT. HEDGING
TRANSACTIONS INVOLVING SUCH SECURITIES MAY NOT BE CONDUCTED UNLESS IN COMPLIANCE
WITH THE SECURITIES ACT. THE SYNTHES SECURITIES ARE DEEMED “RESTRICTED SECURITIES” AS
THAT TERM IS DEFINED IN RULE 144 UNDER THE SECURITIES ACT.
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